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Today we are announcing the beginning of our eƯort to collect your consent on the 
proposed amendments to our Association documents. By now you have had ample 
opportunity to review the materials we have broadcast over the last several weeks 
summarizing our proposed changes, participate in one of our three Zoom sessions, listen 
to our recording of Zoom session 2, or reviewed the redlined changes on our website at 
Legal Documents - DUNBARTON PINES HOMEOWNERS' ASSOCIATION. We have 
scheduled a final on-site session at the Novi Civic Center for Wednesday, May 13th at 7:00 
pm for those who would find that helpful. Remember, the purpose of these proposed 
amendments is to modernize, improve, and customize your governing documents so that 
they are compliant with current law and a better fit for your community. 

As you will recall, there are three documents that govern our Association that we are 
seeking to update. These are the Articles of Incorporation, Covenants, Agreements, and 
Restrictions, and Bylaws. Please note that the process for seeking approval for the Articles 
of Incorporation and Bylaws is diƯerent from the process for seeking approval under the 
Declaration. These methods are described below. 

Approval Process for Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws. The proposed Amended and 
Restated Articles of Incorporation require the aƯirmative vote of seventy-five (75%) percent 
of the Owners (or roughly 256 homes).  The approval of an owner must be made by the 
owner’s written consent, which would then be included with the proposed amendments as 
an Exhibit.  The Association intends to make signature sheets available to Owners for the 
purpose of obtaining their consent and approval.  A single signature sheet may contain one 
Owner’s or several Owners’ signatures. 

Similarly, the proposed amendments to the Bylaws also require the aƯirmative vote of 
seventy-five (75%) percent of the Owners (again, roughly 256 homes).  The approval of an 
owner must also be made by the owner’s written consent, which would then be included 
with the proposed amendments as an Exhibit.  As with the amendments to the Articles of 
Incorporation, the Association intends to make signature sheets available to Owners for 
the purpose of obtaining their consent and approval.  Again, a single signature sheet may 
contain one or more Owners’ signatures. 

The use of signature pages is expected to be the most eƯicient method of collecting 
homeowner signatures.  Signatures indicating approval of the Articles of Incorporation and 
Association Bylaws do not need to be notarized. 

Approval Process for Covenants, Agreements and Restrictions (Declaration).  The 
approval process for the Amended and Restated Declaration is diƯerent from the approval 
process for the Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws.  While approval of the Amended and 
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Restated Declaration also requires the aƯirmative approval of at least seventy-five (75%) 
percent of the Owners (again, roughly 256 homes), each Owner’s signature indicating 
consent for the Declaration must be separately notarized.  Accordingly, each Owner (or set 
of Owners) will be requested to execute a consent page for their Lot and have that consent 
page notarized. 

There are potentially four (4) diƯerent types of Consent Pages, only one of which is to be 
used by Owners depending on how a lot is owned: (1) a Married Consent Page for married 
owners; (2) a Single Consent Page for single owners; (3) a Trust Consent Page for owners 
whose lot is owned by a Trust; and (4) a Corporate Consent Page for owners whose home is 
owned by an LLC.  We have used the City of Novi Tax Records as our source for owner 
information, legal ownership names, and whether the home is owned by Trust of LLC. We 
will ask owners whose homes are owned by Trust of LLC to confirm the trustee(s) (as 
recorded on the Trust) or Agent(s) as listed on the LLC filing.  

If you approve of the Amended and Restated Declaration, we ask that you execute the 
Consent signature page according to how the property is owned and have your signature(s) 
notarized. Several of our Board members have become Notaries to ease this process and 
eliminate any Notary process and costs that might be otherwise incurred. If you do not 
approve of the Amended and Restated Declaration, then you would simply not sign a 
Consent page. 

Signature Collection Process. We have 341 homes in our subdivision. In order to facilitate 
the collection of the required number of signatures, the Association Board has divided up 
the subdivision into six zones. These are the same zones we are using to manage the Storm 
Water maintenance system. In addition, we are assigning to each zone a Board volunteer to 
coordinate the gathering of signatures in their zone. You will shortly be notified, via email 
(or for those who have not yet provided their email to us, by mail), of your zone assignment 
and the name of the coordinator who will be working with you to obtain your signature(s). 
Expect a follow up email next week on your zone assignment and name of your coordinator. 
Then, in turn, your zone coordinator will reach out, (again via email), to identify the most 
appropriate means to gather your signature(s). This will likely be via a survey. 

Volunteers. Your zone coordinator will have their hands full gathering signatures. They 
would appreciate volunteers who are willing to spend some time and eƯort to assist. 
Please let them know of your interest once you receive their email. Please be advised that 
the Association is willing to pay for the cost of obtaining the appropriate Notary 
certification if you would like to do so, with the understanding that you would be available 
to notarize homeowner signatures. 
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It has been several years since we embarked upon this mission. We are now looking for our 
homeowners to consent to our proposed changes to the Association documents. We need 
you to become involved in taking the time and eƯort to approve our proposed changes. To 
that end, we thank you in advance! 

As always, please email mail@dunbartonpines.org with any questions or concerns.  


